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Events Update

A WORKSHOP ON CONCENTRATING SOLAR THERMAL TECHNOLOGY 
FOR COMMUNITY COOKING & PROCESS HEAT APPLICATIONS  
IN AURANGABAD, SEPTEMBER 15, 2015

NATIONAL LEVEL WORKSHOP FOR INTEGRATION OF CONCENTRATING SOLAR THERMAL (CST) IN THE DAIRY SECTOR, 
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 12, 2015

The workshop was organized jointly by the Ministry of New 
and Renewable Energy (MNRE), Government of India and 
ATE Enterprises Pvt. Ltd, Pune under the UNDP-GEF CSH 

programme on September 15, 2015.
The objective of the workshop was to generate awareness about 
the applicability of CST Technology and promote its usage in 
organized as well as unorganized sectors. To achieve the 
objective of creating awareness and promoting CST Technology, 
a combination of indoor sessions and site visit was planned. 
Indoor sessions were planned to share knowledge and insights 
about concentrating solar technology, give information about 
the support structure from UNDP and MNRE, and generate 
confidence through sharing user experiences.
Representatives and members from different sectors participated 
in this workshop. In total, 27 organizations were represented 
from industrial canteens, community kitchen, industry (process 
heat), dairy, laundry, and consultants. Participants were mainly 
from Marathwada (Aurangabad, Beed), northern Maharashtra (Jalgaon) and western Maharashtra (Indapur).

The first National Level Workshop for the application/integration of Concentrating Solar Thermal (CST) 
technologies to save cost for fuel in the dairy sector in India was jointly organized by the Ministry 
of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) and United Nations Industrial Development Organization 

(UNIDO) on October 12, 2015 at India Habitat Centre, New Delhi. The Workshop was chaired by the 
Secretary, MNRE  and was inaugurated by the Secretary, Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and 
Fisheries (DAHDF), Ministry of Agriculture. The workshop started with the address by UNIDO Representative 
and Director, Regional Office South Asia (URO). The workshop focussed on the CST technology which has 
a wide application in this dairy sector and it 
was suggested that the cooperation between 
renewable and dairy sector can to a certain 
extend remedy the large energy requirements 
(current and future) of the dairy sector.  

There were several intermittent phases 
of interactive discussions including financial, 
technical discussion, case studies in dairy 
sector’s, i.e., AAVIN Dairy and Mahananda 
Dairy were presented by CST installers in the 
workshop. The workshop was highly interactive 
and addressed many queries from the dairy 
sector in going for the CST technologies. 

Financial support available for CST based systems  
under UNDP–GEF CSH Project in addition to 30/60% 
Government subsidy 

Contact: Project Management Unit, UNDP–GEF CSHP, MNRE, Ministry of New and Renewable Energy
Block-14, CGO Complex, Lodhi Road,New Delhi-110 003, India. Telefax: +91-11-24363638
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Category (Revised) Type & applications  

of CSTs

Support under CSHP (Revised  

w.e.f 1.8.201)

Demonstration All types and applications 

with sizes 500 sq. m and 

above

15% of MNRE benchmark cost to a maximum 

of N75 lakh 

Replication All types and applications 

with sizes below 500 sq. m   

(excluding Scheffler 

dishes for direct cooking)

15% of MNRE benchmark cost but not less 

than N2 lakhs for  projects sizes 45 sq. m 

and above on dish and 64 sq. m and above 

on other CSTs. Below that N1.5 lakh will  

be available. 

Space cooling where 

new VAM is installed

All types with minimum 

30 tonne capacity of VAM 

10% of MNRE benchmark cost in addition to 

above (Maximum 5 projects)

Projects in ESCO mode All types and applications 

of CSTs 

10% more of MNRE benchmark cost to a 

maximum of N15 lakhs  in addition to above

Repair and Renovation 20% of the system cost to a maximum of N15 lakh for 5-year old systems 

subject to the condition that an equal amount is spent by the beneficiary

Note : Installation of 2 Nos. of Pyranometers; with and without shading ring along with other 

instruments will be necessary for all demonstration projects of sizes 500 sq. m and above for 

measuring DNI for the purpose of online performance monitoring. For projects below 500 sq. m 

only flow meter, temperature and pressure sensors and sim-based data logger will be necessary. 

Five years AMC for projects above 250 sq. m and 3 years for projects below that (including 1 year 

warranty) will also be mandatory apart from 5 years warranty for solar mirrors/reflectors.

issues with regard to large scale 
promotion of CSTs in the country 
which included the following:

 $  Status on existing technologies 
in India to generate confidence 
among potential customers

 $  Steps required in improving 
their performance and also 
the durability of various 
components, especially the 
reflectors and heat receivers 

 $  Availability of better technologies 
abroad for off-grid applications 
and steps required to be taken 
for bringing them to India

 $  Reasons for not picking up the 
market so fast inspite of high 
financial support available from 
MNRE and UNDP/UNIDO 

 $  Role of various stakeholders 
in taping the vast available 
potential in India.

The workshop was found to be 
very useful in addressing the above 
issues and recommending some 
solutions. The recommendations 
are under compilation by the 
Organizers and will be made 
available on UNDP–GEF CSH 
Project website www.cshindia.in 
very soon. 

Shri Upendra Tripathy, Secretary, MNRE, addressing the participants
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